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Newsletter – Winter 2008
Dear Friends,

  To minimize our carbon footprint, we are going to be emailing our newsletters from now on (so please make sure we have your email address!).  We will also be posting them on our updated website at www.sunsethillvet.com.  It should be up and running in February!
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY ARE DENTAL MONTHS!!
Sunset Hill is offering a 20% discount on DENTALS in January and February!!  We strongly believe that good dental hygiene is directly related to good overall health and longevity.  Heavy tartar accumulation can contribute to bacterial showering of intestinal organs, especially the kidney and heart.  For that reason, we are offering a 10% discount on all dentals in January and February and if it is performed within 30 days of a doctor’s dental recommendation, we will add an additional 10% compliance discount (20% total discount)!!
A routine dental prophylaxis is performed to prevent dental disease. This is recommended yearly or every 2-3 years in pets that have good in-home care and proper diet, as hidden subgingival tartar/disease may be present.  A dental includes all that your pet needs to have a safe, healthy procedure. It includes the standard preanesthesia lab work, hospitalization,
premedications, IV catheter, IV fluids, anesthesia
induction, anesthesia monitoring, dental scaling and
polishing, and fluoride treatment. 

      Unfortunately, many times before dental care is
provided for pets, dental disease is present. Just as
in treating any other disease or injury, advanced dental
disease requires a higher level of skill and
knowledge, increased time, additional procedures and
medications than if just preventive dental care is
required. Preventive care for your pet is
relatively inexpensive, but treating dental disease can be
significantly more costly. A comparison is if you take
good care of your car with regular lube, oil, and
filter changes; the cost is minimal compared to
having to rebuild the engine or transmission. There is
a wide variation in the degree of dental health in
pets. 
       So, call or come in and schedule a dental (or have one of our staff take a look at your pet’s teeth and make you
an estimate!)  

Do you wonder what breed your dog is?
       Well now you can find out from a simple blood test taken at Sunset Hill!  The Mars Wisdom Panel analyzes the DNA in your dog to detect the three predominant  breeds in its genetic makeup out of 130 AKC breed possiblities.  Your customized report includes a detailed analysis of the breeds in your pet, profiles of these breeds (historical backgrounds, physical traits, breed-associated behaviors), and access to online resources to help you learn more about your dog’s ancestry.  So make an appointment to find out more about your dog’s ancestry!!
Giardia: A prevalent disease in           Ballard!
            Giardia is a protozoal disease of the intestinal
tract.  Most infected dogs, cats and people will have
diarrhea, gas, and sometimes vomiting.  Occasionally
an animal will be infected and show no signs.  Giardia
is shed in the feces and is spread through fecal-oral
contamination.  It survives quite nicely in stagnant
water (which we have a lot of in Seattle!)  Since it
is easily transmissible between pets and their human
family members, we take this disease very seriously. 
At Sunset Hill in the month of December 2007, 37% of

the Giardia tests were positive!
        In order to better understand and treat Giardia, we
routinely check fecal samples with an in-house SNAP test, which has a 95% sensitivity and 99% specificity. Daily collection of fecal deposits and thorough hand washing are two ways to protect your family; and, of course, yearly fecal tests or more often if diarrhea persists longer than 24 hours.
Revolution: It’s not just a spring thing!
      Sunset Hill recommends Revolution for the treatment of fleas, heartworm, mites, and intestinal parasites.  It is very safe and effective. Historically, we have recommended using it in the spring and summer when fleas, heartworm and other parasites seem to be a bigger problem.  However, recently we are seeing more flea and intestinal parasite infections in the fall and winter months. Fleas lay 500-1000 eggs a day (in your carpet, furniture and bed!) and can cause dermatitis in both pets and people.  
       Many parasites are easily spread to humans
through the feces (which can be on playgrounds,
gardens, sandboxes, your pet’s mouth) and can cause
diarrhea, vomiting, blindness and other serious
problems.  When Revolution is used monthly, it protects dogs and cats against hookworms and
roundworms (very common intestinal parasites that are
transmissible to humans.)  If you buy a six month supply of Revolution, you get an additional month free!









